CCI Sub E Minutes
4-18-08

12:30-2:30 pm University Museum

Present: Andereck, Collier, Irvin, Mercerhill, Shanda, Jenkins, Severtis

I. Announcements and Approval of Minutes

a. Natural Science sequencing

i. At the request of Ed Adelson, the ASC Curriculum & Assessment Office identified the relevant biological & physical science cross-department course sequencing departments (handout).  A discussion of sequence continuation and curriculum issues is forthcoming
II. Updates on ASC Exit Survey Data & NSSE Findings
a. Will discuss at the next meeting
III. Writing Category Focus Group
a. The ASC Curriculum & Assessment Office will be aiding in the writing category focus group, and is in the process of identifying faculty and drafting the invitation to participate.  The plan is to contact lead instructors from each department and aim for a dozen including 1 representative from a regional campus.  Judy Ridgway has been identified as a possible focus group leader, and Ron Severtis will contact her to identify some viable times to conduct these discussions.

b. The committee gave feedback on the draft questions (handout), especially #’s 4 & 5.  The committee determined that questions 4b, 5 & 6a are not necessary, as other questions either elicit the same responses or they do not represent the focus of the committee

IV. Long Term Assessment Planning
a. The national trend is full course assessment (following the lead of the southern region accreditation association).  This includes mapping all department goals on each individual course offered.  The committee members agreed this was a good approach.  Theatre has already taken this step and many wished their departments could do the same.

b. Alexis Collier also mentioned that there is some assessment software that could be utilized to streamline and simplify the yearly assessment reporting process, and could be helpful when accreditation comes around.

c. This will be further discussed next meeting (handout); committee members should begin to think of how assessment should continue
d. Dave Andereck spent time at the Center of Inquiry in the Liberal Arts at Wabash College, who have rolled out a yearly assessment program and are reporting on year 1 results (handouts).

V. Clusters
a. Jess Mercerhill spent some time explaining the clusters program (handout), its purpose and aim, its organization, and its current extent. 
b. Implemented assessment plan that should pick up steam as more students are identified as purposeful cluster students

c. Suggestion that seemed to receive vast approval was to get advisors involved in creating clusters, since they suggest pods of classes for students who express specific or general topical interest

